
Key learning points from the

Disability inclusion in safeguarding
podcast

SPOTLIGHT

ON



The aim of the Spotlight On series is to provide a deep dive into an innovative 
area of practice in safeguarding in the international aid sector.

AbleChild Africa is an international NGO that works 
with local partners to protect, educate and 
empower children with disabilities so they are able 
to fulfil their potential.  They have recently 
partnered with Save the Children to create the first 
international disability-inclusive child safeguarding 
guidelines.

To listen to the Disability inclusion in safeguarding podcast,
click here.

Background

https://s501.podbean.com/pb/8dc1c312d1a36e1a0eab9b210a56c81d/611e4aea/data1/fs108/8574421/uploads/Lauren_podcast_final7zgqv.mp3?pbss=4898ce27-cf40-52aa-94bc-2e7f0480f609


Why is disability-inclusive safeguarding important for all 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and civil society 

organisations (CSOs)?

We need to make sure our 
programmes are safe for people with 
disabilities.

It’s also a human rights issue.  
Everyone’s human rights should be 

respected.

15% of people globally experience 
disability in their lifetime. So we will all 
be working with people living with 
disabilities as part of our programmes.



Commit 
to 

disability-inclusive 
safeguarding as 

integral to their work.

Dedicate 
time for discussing 

issues and gaps and 
be willing to adapt.

Ringfence 
time and allow 

space for staff and 
partners to understand 
disability inclusion, and 

how it relates to 
safeguarding.

1.

2.

3.

What are the first steps NGOs and CSOs can take to 
make safeguarding disability-inclusive?



Include it in regular staff 

training that has already 

been funded and arranged.

Identify a staff member 

responsible for ensuring 

children with disabilities are 

safeguarded.

Use a disability inclusion 

risk assessment at the 

beginning of each 

programme.

Consult with organisations 

of persons with disabilities 

and children with 

disabilities on what should 

be in place.

What are some low-cost ways
to implement disability-inclusive child safeguarding?



Remember:

Don’t feel 
put off by the 

terminology! Disability 
inclusion in safeguarding 

is not complicated.

Be transparent 
about including costs for 
disability-inclusive child 
safeguarding in donor 

proposals.  They need to 
know that it takes resources 
and ”cheapest is not best.”

Advocate 
upwardly and 
outwardly for 

disability-inclusive child 
safeguarding.


